    Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional               
Prayers of the Congregation:  (Continued)
People:
Throughout the year You have opened your hands and poured out on us blessing after blessing. You have provided us with all that we need to sustain body and life. You have opened our heart and drawn us closer to yourself, blotted out all our sins, cleansed our consciences from guilt, and spoken peace to our hearts. Richly and abundantly, You have offered to us 
Gospel and Sacrament, that our souls be healed, our faiths strengthened, our characters developed, and our life directed. Accept the thanks and praise of our grateful heart. We sing of Your goodness, we shout for joy because of Your mercies.

Leader:
Let our thanksgiving, however, go beyond words and give evidence in the sharing of our blessing with the hungry, the needy, the lonely, the sick. Hear and answer the needs of your children . . . 

 
Give us the grace to continue to praise you.

All:   As your thankful children join us together as Your household to serve You with faithfulness and loyal devotion through Jesus, our Savior who taught us to pray . . . Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”     Page 614 

Dedication of Offering     

*Closing Hymn -  “Now Thank We All Our God”     Page 556 
     *Benediction
    *Postlude

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
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                           November 20, 2022

                   INGATHERING SERVICE

      Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
     3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org         

 Email -valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube  URL Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
  The Valleys wishes you a Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving!

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

November 20, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
INGATHERING SERVICE
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)

 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       

Announcements                                                         Norine Goss                                
Call to Worship: (Responsive)                                    

L:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing.
P:  Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
L:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.
P: Give thanks to him, bless his name.
L: For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
P: and his faithfulness to all generations.
L: Come, let us worship together. 

     *Hymn -              “We Gather Together”                      Page 561          

*Invocation  

*Confession:  (In Unison)
Lord, we have taken Your wonderful blessings for granted. We have failed to understand that Your blessings are meant to be passed on and shared as a witness to your mercy and grace. Forgive us, Lord, and make of us blessings in the world today so that all may know that you are truly the Lord God. In Christ we pray. Amen.
     *Assurance of Pardon 
The Psalm: 46:1-11 (Responsive)                                   
L:  God is our shelter and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.
P:  So we will not be afraid, even if the earth is shaken and the mountains fall into the ocean depths;
L:  even if the seas roar and rage, and the hills are shaken by the violence.
P:  There is a river that brings joy to the city of God, to the sacred house of the Most High.
L: God is in that city, and it will never be destroyed; at early dawn he will come to its aid.
P: Nations are terrified, kingdoms are shaken; God thunders, and the earth dissolves.
L: The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.
P:  Come and see what the LORD has done. See what amazing things he has done on earth.
L:  He stops wars all over the world; he breaks bows, destroys spears, and sets shields on fire.
P: “Stop fighting,” he says, “and know that I am God, supreme among the nations, supreme over the world.”

L: The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Hymn -     “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”            Page 559
   (Items will be placed on the altar along with the offering plates)

Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
We believe that God has made us His people:

To invite others to follow Christ,

To proclaim His mercy to the penitent,

To seek reconciliation among all people,

To affirm that love is more powerful than hate.

To proclaim God’s dominion over all worlds,

To sacrifice for the cause of justice and peace,

To the ends of the earth,

To the end of the age.  Amen.

Scripture:                 Deuteronomy 26:1-11        Bridget Campbell
                          (Page 218 OT Pew Bible)

Message: 
       “Delivered and Blessed”   
Prayers of the Congregation:

Pastor:
With a heart full of appreciation because of Your goodness and with thanksgiving in our souls for our boundless grace, we come this day to join with heart and voice of all people of this land to praise and adore You our wonderful God and understanding Father in Christ Jesus.

PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Carol Knight (Surgery Dec. 5); *Ed Dobbin; *Colton Faust, (Harrisburg Hosp. Aren Faust’s son); *Jan Szeerba, (Norine Goss’ Friend); *Lynda Comfort Homet, (Susan Snyder’s Friend); Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz (Surgery); Ed Berra (Pending Surgery); Susan Lazor; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger;  Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler; Arletta Thomas, (Polk Personal Care, Rm. 206, 301 N. St., Millersburg, PA 17061)
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                            CHURCH CALENDAR
 Nov 20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
        10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
                 ‘Ingathering Service’  (bring in Non-perishable foods)
 Nov 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 ‘Hanging of the Greens’

 Dec 3 - 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Craft Fair
  LAY READERS: Nov. 20 - Bridget Campbell. Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens; Dec. 4 - To be announced.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

  SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Nov. 20 - Ed Dobbin; Nov. 27 - Marie Herb; Dec. 4 - Carol Knight.    If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

GIANT GIFT CARDS: We will no longer offer Giant Gift cards for sale.  The extra work they were causing outweighed the benefits.
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS:  Please see Gloria Duttry after the service to order your poinsettias displayed at the Christmas Eve  service.  Cost is 4.5” pot($4); 5” pot($5.75); 6.5” pot($8.25) and 7.5” pot ($19.50)  Various colors are available.  

DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS: Please see Donna Novinger or Marie Herb if you can help decorate for Christmas between November 22 and November 25. 
Worship Service: We welcome you today November 20h the Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost/Sunday before Thanksgiving/Ingathering Service! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.    
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
November 20, 2022

Invocation:

Heavenly Father, our provider, our maker, and our protector.  Through your goodness, we are alive and heathy enough to gather and worship you.  We praise you for all that you have given us and t hank you in Jesus’ name.  Holy Lord, we commit all of our good deeds to you and ask that everything we do be done for your glory forever.  Amen.
Scriptures:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Psalm 46
Sermon:



"Delivered and Blessed"

The Lord God said, "When you come into the land which the Lord your God gives you for an inheritance, and have taken possession of it, and live in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the Lord your God gives you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place which the Lord your God will choose, to make his name dwell there."

As we gather this morning to celebrate the day of Thanksgiving which comes this Thursday, our thoughts turn to the Pilgrims who came to America and celebrated what we have regarded as the first Thanksgiving.  But as you heard the Scripture read this morning from Deuteronomy, the first Thanksgiving was really celebrated by the Israelites as they moved into the Promised Land.  God told them as they came into this land flowing with milk and honey, they were to take the first fruits of the ground, place them in a basket and take it to the priest.  There they were to relive through the words of that speech which begins, "A wandering Aramean was my father; and he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number; and there he became a nation, great, mighty and populous."   Here we see God’s deliverance in their lives.

Because God had delivered and blessed them, God asked them to return to Him the first fruits of the ground, to give thanksgiving to Him for this act of deliverance in their lives.

For the Israelites, their thanksgiving was seen in the action of God as He delivered them from Egypt and brought them into this land flowing with milk and honey. The Pilgrims gave thanks for the deliverance which came to them during their first year on the North American shore. They were delivered from hunger by a good summer crop, they were delivered from war by peacefully living with the Indians, they were delivered from cold by building strong sturdy homes, and we could go on and on.  Deliverance brought thanksgiving into their hearts.

Can we think of Thanksgiving as deliverance for us? Think about that for a moment.  Usually, when we think of this time of year, we list all those things for which we are thankful that we have or been blessed with.  But what about being thankful for all those things we have been delivered from, those things that we have been delivered from or don’t have to experience?

Maybe the following will help clarify my point:

There was a man who lived with his 6 children in the suburbs of Philadelphia. Just before school was to start all of his children were in need of new shoes. At the same time the washing machine wore out. To top it all off, because of bad weather, his work as a carpenter had dwindled to almost nothing.

He was able to scrape together enough money to buy the children shoes, but he ran an ad in the paper wanting to buy a used washing machine. One day the phone rang, and it was someone who had a used washing machine to sell. He went to the home and noticed they had all the things he wished for his family. After talking to the man of the house concerning the washing machine and how he would get it home, the conversation got around to children. Jim, the out of work carpenter, began complaining about how expensive it was to raise 6 children - especially when they all needed shoes at the same time. The woman of the house ran out of the room crying.  Her husband explained that they had only one child who had been paralyzed from birth and he had never needed a pair of shoes.

When Jim got home, he picked up the worn-out shoes, worn out from skipping rope, kicking rocks, and jumping puddles, and he went off to be by himself. Kneeling by his bed he gave thanks to God for the worn-out shoes in his house.  Jim was thankful for the deliverance he had been granted, his children could walk, run and skip rope. They could wear out a pair of shoes. Jim had been delivered from the pain of the other family who could not watch their child run, kick rocks, jump and wear out shoes. Have you been thankful for the deliverance which has been granted in your life?

Think about all the food each of us will consume Thursday.  Are we thankful we have been delivered from the pain of hunger, the sickness of malnutrition when countless men, women and children around the world are now dying a slow and painful death because of the lack of food?

Sometimes when I do my housework it helps to make the job go easier if I begin by thinking about the blessings of my home.  It’s so easy to grumble about all the work I have to do, but if I look at those dirty dishes and think of them in terms of deliverance, suddenly they take on new meaning for I have good food to eat. When I look at the dirty laundry and say thank you Lord for this pile of dirty laundry, for we have nice clothes to wear.  I get to the unmade bed and say thank you for this unmade bed, it was really comfortable last night."

When we can be thankful in the midst of our work, suddenly we know in our heart that we have been delivered from hunger.  We know that we have been delivered from the extremes of the elements with clean clothes and a warm cozy bed.   

Psalm 46, the Psalm we read responsively this morning, takes this idea to another level.  No matter what happens, no matter what life brings, we are safe in the care of God.  Even when the earth falls out from under our feet; even when chaos surrounds us; God is our refuge, our protector and our safe shelter.

Sometimes I look around my world and right before my eyes it appears that things are tumbling down around me and then I remember that Jesus is my Savior.  I have nothing to fear because no matter what happens I am safe in the loving arms of my father in heaven.

Thankful hearts come as we recall all those acts of deliverance which God brought into our lives. Thanksgiving is our acknowledgement that we are dependent on God for all His acts of deliverance and all His blessings in our lives. Thanksgiving is a two-fold time for us. We are "thankful" for being delivered, and we are thankful for the blessings we have.

Our thanksgiving to God is an action commanded by God. Notice in our Deuteronomy text, God commands the people to put the first fruits in a basket and take it to the priest. God wants our physical act of response, a physical movement on our part. True "thanksgiving" is simply the quality of life that we live where the gratitude in our hearts, overflows into our lives and all that we do.  Thanksgiving is a daily attitude of gratefulness toward God who delivers us from painful situations and who grants to us many blessings. Thanksgiving is an attitude which acknowledges that God is indeed in control of life. Without God nothing would be possible.

We are a people who have been delivered and blessed. As we look around this world, let us see our deliverance and blessings and not be jealous, or selfish, or self-centered. Let us truly be a grateful people, dependent on God for all of life.

I close with the following poem:

Today upon a bus, I saw a lovely girl with golden hair.  I envied her she seemed so young. I wished I were one-half so young. I wished I were one-half as fair.  When suddenly she rose to leave, I saw her hobble down the aisle; She had one leg; she used a crutch.  As she passed, she flashed a smile.  O God, forgive me when I whine!  I have two legs, the world is mine!

And when I stopped to buy some sweets, the lad who sold them had such charm.  I talked with him he seemed so glad.  If I were late, ’would do no harm. And as I left, he said to me; "I thank you, You have been so kind, "You see," he added, "I am blind."  O God, forgive me when I whine! I’m blessed indeed! The world is mine!  Amen
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us.  We thank you for all the blessing of this life, but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace and for the hope of glory.

And we pray that you would give us such an awareness of your blessings that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives by giving up ourselves to your service.

Draw us near to you Lord in prayer so that we may know your will for our lives and those around us.  Lord, we pray for those who cannot be with us today due to illness and surgeries.  We pray for your presence to be with them that they may feel your healing touch.  For those who are traveling for the Thanksgiving Holiday we pray for their safety and your watchful care.

Help us to keep our eyes on you this day and every day, so our lives may be filled with praise and joy.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . .  Amen.”

Benediction:

Know that the Lord is God.  It is he that made us; and we are his; for the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever.  May we go in that steadfast love with hearts full of thanksgiving and praise.  Amen.
